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If we treat the dependencies as inside the national
system, we must have absolute free trade with them.
Then if, on the policy of the "open door," we allow all
others to go to them on the same terms as ourselves,
the dependencies will have free trade with all the world,
while we are under the restrictive system ourselves.
Then, too, the dependencies can obtain no revenues by
import duties.
If we take the other branch of the dilemma and treat
the dependencies as outside of our national policy, then
we must shut out their products from our market by
taxes. If we do this on the policy of the "open door/*
then any taxes which the islands lay upon imports from
elsewhere they must also lay upon imports from us.
Then they and we will be taxing each other. If we go
upon the protectionist policy, we shall determine our
taxes against them and theirs against other nations, and
we shall let them lay none against us. That is exactly
the Spanish system. Under it the colonies will be crushed
between the upper and the nether millstone. They will
revolt against us for just the same reason for which they
revolted against Spain.
I have watched the newspapers with great interest for
six months* to see what indications were presented of
the probable currents of opinion on the dilemma which
I have described. There have been but few. A few
extreme protectionist newspapers have truculently de-
clared that our protective system was to be extended
around our possessions, and that everybody else was to
be excluded from them. From a number of interviews
and letters, by private individuals, I select the following
as expressing well what is sure to be the view of the unre-
generate man, especially if he has an interest to be pro-
tected as this writer had.